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Congressman Renzi Receives 
�Unsung Heroes� Award 

 
 
At the American Legion�s 44th Annual Washington Conference 
on Capitol Hill, Arizona American Legion Commander Roger 
Upchurch presented Renzi with the �Unsung Heroes� Award. 
 
Renzi received the �Unsung Heroes� designation for his work 
to introduce the Veterans Entrepreneurship and Benefits 
Improvement Act, a bill to help veterans create, manage, and 
grow their own small businesses.   
 
Signed into law in November of 2003, this bill will make 
entrepreneurship a more integral part of rehabilitation for 
disabled veterans and bolster the opportunity for disabled 
veterans to foster home-based businesses.   
 
The citation praises Renzi: �For commendable leadership on 
the issue of concurrent receipt of military retired pay and 
Department of Veterans Affairs disability compensation for 
thousands of disabled military retirees.  In addition, was in the 
forefront of legislators who sought increases in VA�s 
discretionary budget, to allow the Department to adequately 
meet the needs of this nation�s veterans, their spouses and 
dependents.  This effort continues to demonstrate a 
commitment to America�s veterans and their families.� 
 
To learn more about how Congress is working for Veterans, 
visit: http://veterans.house.gov/ 
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Dear Fellow Arizonan: 
My best to you on what has already started as a good new 
year.  With the Second Session of the 108th Congress just 
getting underway, I wanted to update you on a number of 
developments that have taken place since the last edition of 
the Renzi Report. 
 
As always, feel free to tell your family members, friends and 
neighbors about the Renzi Report.  You can view previous 
editions of the Report or sign up to receive this email at my 
website.  Just click the following link: 
http://www.house.gov~list.html 
  
If you have any questions or comments about this e-
newsletter or anything else taking place in Congress and our 
nation, please e-mail me at rick.renzi@mail.house.gov.  I 
will get back to you as quickly as possible.  You can find 
additional information about developments in Congress on 
my website at http://www.house.gov/renzi.   
  
Please forward this message on to anyone who may be 
interested.  I hope you find this Renzi Report informative.  
Thank you and may God bless America. 
  
Rick Renzi 
 
If you no longer want to receive this newsletter, please send 
an email to rick.renzi1@mail.house.gov and type 
UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject field. 
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Forest Health Funding for Rural Arizona 
 

During Congressional hearings in the House Resources Subcommittee on Forests and 
Forest Health, U.S. Forest Service Chief Dale Bosworth and Department of Agriculture 
Undersecretary for the Environment and Natural Resources Mark Rey provided 
testimony on state of forest health in rural Arizona and federal funding levels for U.S. 
Forest Service fuels  treatment and management projects before the committee. 
 

  
                                                         
Undersecretary Rey verified that there will be enough money to meet all NEPA ready 
projects in 2005.  The President�s FY2005 budget proposal requests the full $760 million 
called for in the Healthy Forests Restoration Act signed into law in December of last 
year.  Under this new law, the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management plan to 
treat 4 million acres of high-risk forestlands this year, an increase of 1.3 million acres 
over the 2003 levels. 
 
Congress approved the Healthy Forests Restoration Act and President Bush signed the 
bill into law on December 3, 2003.  This legislation provided the framework for 
streamlining the administrative procedures that once delayed the implementation of 
necessary fuel reduction and forest health projects.   

 
For more information about increased funding for forest health restoration, visit: 
http://www.doi.gov/news/040128a.htm 

�This Congress and the Bush 
Administration are making positive steps 
toward reducing the threat of wildfire in our 
rural communities.  However, we can not 
place the burden solely on the taxpayer.�  
- Congressman Renzi  March 10, 2004 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CA L E N D A R  O F  
EV E N T S 
 

APRIL 6, 2004 
CONGRESS TOWN HALL 

CONGRESS CAFÉ 
255 NORTH HWY 71 
10:00AM � 11:00AM 
BAGDAD TOWN HALL 

BAGDAD HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 
515 BREEZY CIRCLE 
 2:30PM � 3:30PM 
PRESCOTT TOWN HALL 

YAVAPAI COLLEGE PREFORMANCE HALL  
1100 EAST SHELDON STREET 
7:00PM-8:00PM 
 

April 7, 2004 
SELIGMAN TOWN HALL 

SELIGMAN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
202 FLOYD STREET 
10:00AM � 11:00AM 
ASHFORK TOWN HALL 

ASHFORK COMMUNITY CENTER 
518 WEST LEWIS AVENUE 
1:00PM � 2:00PM 
WILLIAMS TOWN HALL 

WILLIAMS CITY HALL 
113 SOUTH 1ST STREET 
3:30PM � 4:30PM 
 

April 8, 2004 
SHOW LOW TOWN HALL 

SHOW LOW CITY COUNCIL  
200 WEST COOLEY 
9:30AM � 10:30AM 
HOLBROOK TOWN HALL 

HOLBROOK CITY COUNCIL 
465 1ST AVENUE 
3:00PM � 4:00PM 
WINSLOW TOWN HALL 

WINSLOW CITY COUNCIL  
115 E. 2ND STREET 
5:30PM � 6:30PM 
 

Renzi Bill Brings Sound Science to  
Forest Management 

 
 

H.R. 2696, The Southwest Forest Health and Wildfire Prevention Act, passed the 
House of Representatives, and will soon be considered in the Senate.  This bill, 
authored by Congressman Renzi, directs the Forest Service to establish the Ecological 
Restoration Institute at Northern Arizona University and two other Institutes in New 
Mexico and Colorado to assist forest management agencies in the research, design 
and implementation of effective forest health treatments to reduce the risk of 
catastrophic fire.  
  
�The establishment of the Ecological Restoration Institute at NAU is intended to 
transfer practical, operation-oriented science to land managers, collaborative 
community groups and others who implement forest restoration treatments,� 
Renzi said.  �This is our opportunity to turn our forests from a liability into an 
asset for future generations.� 
 
To learn more about the Ecological Restoration Institute at NAU, visit: 
http://www.eri.nau.edu/ 
 
To view every Bill authored by Congressman Renzi, visit: 
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/R?d108:FLD003:rep+renzi,+rick 
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Policy Paper: Forest Health 
 

     In Arizona, catastrophic wildfires have devastated our landscapes and consumed 
more than one half million acres of forested lands over the last two summers.  The 
�perfect storm� conditions of drought, negligence and legal obstruction prevented 
forest experts from properly managing our lands and allowed small diameter fuel 
loads to grow out of control.  Today, it has become evident that re-introducing a 
sustainable and ecologically sensible timber industry to rural Arizona is necessary to 
reduce forest fuels buildup and begin thinning operations.  

     The Healthy Forests Restoration Act, approved by Congress and signed into law 
by President Bush last year, is the most significant reform of forest management 
policy in nearly a century. This bill empowers local experts to actively maintain our 
national forests to reduce the risk of these tragedies from occurring in the future.  In 
addition, this legislation will revamp the Forest Service�s conflict-ridden 
administrative appeals process, establishing a historic shift in the way the Courts 
consider legal challenges to hazardous fuels reduction projects, by mandating judges 
to weigh the environmental consequences of management inaction when the specter 
of catastrophic wildfire looms. Today, we are able to take action more quickly on 
important fuels reduction projects in these high risk areas and restore our forests to 
health.   

     Private industry has made strong commitments to assisting in the management of 
our forested areas in Arizona.  The Forest Service has also taken positive steps 
toward allowing a 150,000 acre stewardship contract in the Apache-Sitgreaves 
forest.  On February 19, 2004, the Forest Service released a Request for Proposal on 
the White Mountain 10-year stewardship project.  This stewardship contract will 
bring a public/private partnership to help clear forests of dry, hazardous fuels and 
reduce the risk of insects and disease.  In addition to this contract, a major company, 
Savannah Pacific, has committed to moving to Flagstaff and is in the process of 
constructing infrastructure and securing a supply of timber for their operation and 
we are hopeful that a major company may move to the White Mountain Region.   

     President Bush has made good on his commitment to fully fund the 
implementation of future forest management programs on our federal lands with a 
proposed $760 million in funding for FY2005.  In this effort, he has my full support.  
Earlier last year, Congress also approved an additional $319 million in emergency 
supplemental funding for FY2004 to cover funds that were borrowed from non-
firefighting accounts to bolster fire suppression efforts in California and Arizona.  In 
addition to these totals, my office secured more than $3.5 million dollars for forest 
rehabilitation and restoration projects specifically designated for National Forest 
lands in rural Arizona.  Since June of last year, 73 fire departments in Arizona have 
received more than $7.4 million in federal funding for the Assistance to Firefighters 
Grant Program.  These funds have been used to purchase 17 new firefighting 
vehicles and increase the effectiveness of firefighting operations and fire prevention 
education programs in small communities across rural Arizona.  

     My colleagues and I in Congress, along with President Bush, will continue to 
promote common sense forest management policy reinforced by the adequate 
allocation of federal resources.  Through coordination with officials from state and 
local agencies and together with investment from private industry, we can work to 
simultaneously preserve and protect our forests while creating new jobs for 
Arizonans and additional sources of revenue in our rural economies.  Any discussion 
about a solution for our unhealthy forests that does not include private industry 
participation provides an unbalanced approach, and to those who point only to the 
federal government as the solution play politics with these vital issues. 

     Soon enough, the proud Lumberjack will once again return to Arizona, and 
the preservation of our natural resources will be followed by economic 
prosperity and security from the threat of catastrophic wildfire. 

CA L E N D A R  O F  
EV E N T S 
 

APRIL 15, 2004 
FLORENCE TOWN HALL 

FLORENCE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
775 N. MAIN STREET 
9:30AM � 10:30AM 
COOLIDGE TOWN HALL 

COOLIDGE WOMAN'S CLUB 
240 WEST HINKLEY 
 11:30AM � 12:30PM 
CASA GRANDE TOWN HALL 

DOROTHY POWELL SENIOR CENTER 
405 EAST 6TH STREET 
2:00PM-3:00PM 
 

April 17, 2004 
KAYENTA TOWN HALL 

KAYENTA CHAPTER HOUSE 
HWY 160 AND HWY 163 
1:00PM � 2:00PM 
ROCK POINT TOWN HALL 

ROCK POINT CHAPTER HOUSE 
EAST ROUTE 191 
6:00PM  � 7:00PM 
 

April 18, 2004 
CHINLE TOWN HALL 

CHINLE CHAPTER HOUSE 
HWY 191 AND N-7 
1:30PM � 2:30PM 
WINDOW ROCK TOWN HALL 

LOCATION: TO BE ANNOUNCED 
7:00PM � 8:00PM 
 
 
STAY INFORMED 
WITH THE RENZI 
REPORT FOR NEWS 
ABOUT UPCOMING 
TOWN HALL EVENTS 
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     By a vote of 254-163, the House approved the 
Unborn Victims of Violence Act - also known as Laci 
and Connor's Law - which would charge those who 
injure or kill an unborn child with a separate offense.  
 
     Under current law, an individual who commits a 
federal crime of violence against a pregnant woman 
receives no additional punishment for killing or 
injuring the woman's unborn child.  Twenty-nine 
states, including Arizona, have passed laws similar to 
UVVA to correct this injustice.  This legislation now 
moves to the United States Senate, and President Bush 
has pledged his support for this measure. 

 
This very important legislation recognizes that if 

an unborn child is injured or killed during the 
commission of one of 68 offenses under federal law, 
then the assailant can be charged with a second offense 
on behalf of the unborn child.  

  
According to the Journal of the American Medical 

Association, recent studies by state health departments 
have shown that a leading cause of maternal mortality 
is not complications during pregnancy or childbirth � 
it�s homicide.  This troubling statistic shows that 
pregnant women are at particular risk of being targeted 
for violence.   

 
Very often, the perpetrator�s primary target is the 

unborn child.  With these very present dangers to 
prospective mothers, it is important for women and 
their unborn children benefit from the full protection of 
the law.   

     Would-be attackers need to know that they could be 
charged with the murder of an unborn child if they attack a 
pregnant mother.  By creating legal consequences for killing 
an unborn child, this law provides greater protection for 
women against crimes of violence.  

  
     Women who have lost an unborn child through violence 
deserve justice.  While most states have passed fetal homicide 
laws, under federal law, there are no legal consequences for 
killing or injuring an unborn child during an attack on a 
pregnant woman.   
 
     This situation is unacceptable.  Women have a right to see 
the perpetrators of these crimes justly punished.  Besides 
giving women and their children justice, this law will help 
serve as a deterrent to those who would commit violent acts 
against women. 

 
A majority of Americans believe that when a pregnant 

woman is attacked or killed, a separate charge should be filed 
on behalf of the unborn child.  Twenty-nine states, including 
Arizona, have passed laws similar to this measure to correct 
this injustice. 

 
Finally, with the passage of �Laci and Connor�s Law,� 

unborn victims will be recognized and those who commit an 
act of violence against pregnant women will have to pay for 
their crime under federal law. Pregnant mothers and their 
unborn children deserve justice. 
 
For Remarks Delivered by Sharon Rocha, mother of Laci 
Peterson, visit: http://www.lifenews.com/nat356b.html 
 

 

Renzi Votes to Protect Mothers and Their Unborn Children

 From the Headlines� 
Candidates targeting American Indians; Tribes play key role in Renzi�s re-elect bid 
The Hill Newspaper  
http://www.thehill.com/campaign/031104.aspx 
 
Renzi speaks at Lincoln Day Dinner 
Eastern Arizona Courier 
http://www.eacourier.com/articles/2004/03/04/news/news02.txt 
 
Panel suggests increase of VA facilities in-state 
The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0303AZ-Vets03.html 
 
GOP Congressmen honored by U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
The Phoenix Business Journal 
http://phoenix.bizjournals.com/phoenix/stories/2004/03/01/daily16.html  
 
Napolitano�s claims are �convenient amnesia� 
Prescott Daily Courier 
http://www.communitypapers.com/DAILYCOURIER/viewsearchresults.asp?infoid=116176694&moduleid=17543388&current 
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 Spotlight on Seniors:  Understanding Improvements to Medicare 
Key Elements of the New Prescription Drug Benefit 

For more information visit: http://www.medicare.gov/MedicareReform/ 

100% VOLUNTARY and available to all seniors. 
 
No senior will be forced into anything�not an HMO, 
not the new drug benefit, not anything. 
 
Seniors who are happy with their current coverage 
under Medicare and do not wish to enroll in the new 
benefit do not have to. 

Totally covers drug costs for 12 million low income 
seniors. 
 
A low-income senior, under this benefit, is one whose 
income is less than 135% of poverty-- $12,900 per year 
for an individual and $16,600 for a couple in 2004. 
 
Seniors with incomes lower than the federal poverty 
level will see their drug bills virtually eliminated---their 
deductible and monthly premiums will be waived and 
their co-pays will be as little as $1 per prescription. 

Protects & safeguards the employer-paid coverage many 
seniors have. 
 
The new prescription drug benefit offers employers 28 
cents for every dollar they spend on prescription drug 
benefits for their retirees. 
 
This is an incentive for them to retain the coverage they 
offer to their retirees.  
 
This is the first time ever that Congress has acted to slow 
the declining trend.  

Brings seniors IMMEDIATE relief through prescription 
drug discount cards. 
 
Beginning this spring, seniors who choose to enroll in 
the new benefit can sign up for drug discount cards 
entitling them to up to 25% off the cost of their 
medications. 
 
Like no other plan before it, this benefit takes into 
account the urgency of seniors� need for access to their 
medications�at prices they can afford.  

The new benefit provides seniors relief from the high 
cost of prescription drugs, especially the 12 million low-
income seniors who need the most help. 
 
It gives more seniors access to more prescription drugs 
at a lower cost. 
 
It gives seniors choice and control over their prescription 
drug plans. 

 

The new Medicare Benefit is supported by AARP, the 
American Medical Association, the Easter Seals and 
more than 300 healthcare organizations.  
 
Unlike what you�re hearing on the news, the biggest 
supporters of this bill are not pharmaceutical companies. 
 
They are patients� rights groups, seniors-advocacy 
organizations, healthcare providers, doctors, nurses, and 
other healthcare professionals who have made quality 
healthcare and services their priority.  
 

District Office Contact Information 
As your Representative in Congress, I can help make the federal government more accessible and responsive to your needs. If 
you require assistance with a federal agency, my staff and I are here to help.  We can also provide services such as ordering 
flags, arranging tours of Washington, D.C. and providing nominations to military academies. 
Feel free to contact your nearest office with any inquiries and requests about important issues. 
 

White Mountains               Flagstaff              Prescott                          Whiteriver 
2707 S. White Mountain Road Ste E       2501 N. 4th Street, Ste 23      107 North Cortez, Ste 208             201 E. Walnut 
Show Low, AZ 85901              Flagstaff, AZ 86004              Prescott, AZ 86301                       Whiteriver, AZ 85941 
866-537-2800 (toll free)              928-213-3434 (office)       928-708-9120 (office)                    928-521-2810 (cell) 
928-532-5088 (fax)               928-213-5447 (fax)             928-708-9121 (fax)                        928-532-5088 (fax) 
 
Window Rock    Safford                     Casa Grande                    San Carlos 
DNA Legal Services Bldg   1420 1st Ave, Suite 100                      117 E. 2nd Street           10 W. Tonto 
P.O. Box 4673    Safford, AZ 85546                     P.O. Box 11186        P.O. Box 0 
Window Rock, AZ 86515  928-587-3417 (cell)                     Casa Grande, AZ 85230       San Carlos, AZ 85550 
928-853-3750 (cell)    928- 428-5005 (fax)                     520-876-0929 (office)       928-475-3733 (office) 


